
Bloom's How To Write About Geoffrey
Chaucer: A Comprehensive Guide to
Understanding and Analyzing Chaucer's
Works
Geoffrey Chaucer is widely regarded as the father of English literature and
one of the greatest writers in the English language. His works, particularly
The Canterbury Tales, have had a profound impact on English literature
and culture. Bloom's How To Write About Geoffrey Chaucer is a
comprehensive guide that provides a thorough overview of Chaucer's
works and offers practical advice on how to effectively write about them.

The book begins by introducing key concepts and literary devices that are
essential for understanding Chaucer's works. These include:

Middle English: Chaucer wrote in Middle English, which is a different
language from modern English. The book provides a brief overview of
Middle English grammar and vocabulary to help readers understand
Chaucer's texts.

Meter and Rhyme: Chaucer's works are written in various meters and
rhyme schemes. The book explains the different types of meter and
rhyme that Chaucer used and how they contribute to the meaning and
effect of his poetry.

Figurative Language: Chaucer frequently used figurative language,
such as metaphors, similes, and personification, to create vivid and
memorable images. The book provides examples of Chaucer's use of
figurative language and explains how to interpret and analyze it.



Irony and Satire: Chaucer often used irony and satire to criticize the
social and religious conventions of his time. The book discusses
Chaucer's use of irony and satire and how to identify and interpret
these elements in his works.

In addition to providing an overview of Chaucer's works and key literary
concepts, the book also offers practical advice on how to write about
Chaucer. These writing strategies include:
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Close Reading: The book emphasizes the importance of close
reading when analyzing Chaucer's works. Close reading involves
carefully examining the text and paying attention to details such as
word choice, imagery, and structure.

Contextualization: The book encourages readers to consider the
historical and cultural context in which Chaucer was writing. This helps
to provide a deeper understanding of Chaucer's works and their
relevance to his time.
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Thesis Development: The book provides guidance on how to develop
a clear and concise thesis statement that will guide your analysis of
Chaucer's works.

Evidence and Analysis: The book stresses the importance of using
evidence from the text to support your analysis. It explains how to
select and use evidence effectively to prove your points.

Organization and Structure: The book offers advice on how to
organize and structure your writing in a logical and cohesive manner.

The book concludes with a series of example analyses of Chaucer's works.
These analyses demonstrate how to apply the writing strategies discussed
in the book to actual texts. The example analyses cover a range of
Chaucer's works, including The Canterbury Tales, Troilus and Criseyde,
and The House of Fame.

Bloom's How To Write About Geoffrey Chaucer is an indispensable
resource for students, scholars, and anyone interested in writing about
Chaucer. The book provides a comprehensive overview of Chaucer's
works, key literary concepts, and writing strategies. With its clear
explanations, practical advice, and example analyses, the book will help
readers to deepen their understanding of Chaucer's works and produce
insightful and well-written essays.
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