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Cosimo de' Medici was one of the most important and influential figures in
the Italian Renaissance. As the first Grand Duke of Tuscany, he ruled
Florence from 1537 to 1574. During his reign, he transformed the city into a
major center of art, culture, and learning. He also played a key role in the
Catholic Church's Counter-Reformation.
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In his book, Monarchy and Sacral Politics in Duke Cosimo de' Medici's
Florence, John Najemy examines the ways in which Cosimo used religious
imagery and rituals to legitimize his rule and promote his political agenda.
Najemy argues that Cosimo's use of sacral politics was a key factor in his
success as a ruler.

The book is divided into three parts.

Part I: The Religious Foundations of Cosimo's Rule

Part II: The Political Uses of Religious Imagery

Part III: The Legacy of Cosimo's Sacral Politics

In Part I, Najemy examines the religious beliefs and practices of Cosimo
and his court. He shows how Cosimo used his personal piety to legitimize
his rule and to promote his political agenda.

In Part II, Najemy examines the ways in which Cosimo used religious
imagery and rituals to promote his political agenda. He shows how Cosimo
used art, architecture, and music to create a sense of awe and reverence
around his person and his rule.

In Part III, Najemy examines the legacy of Cosimo's sacral politics. He
shows how Cosimo's use of religious imagery and rituals has continued to
shape the political culture of Florence.

Monarchy and Sacral Politics in Duke Cosimo de' Medici's Florence is a
groundbreaking study of one of the most important figures in the Italian
Renaissance. Najemy's book provides a new understanding of the ways in



which Cosimo used religious imagery and rituals to legitimize his rule and
promote his political agenda.

Reviews

"John Najemy's Monarchy and Sacral Politics in Duke Cosimo de' Medici's
Florence is a major contribution to our understanding of the Italian
Renaissance. Najemy provides a rich and detailed account of Cosimo's use
of religious imagery and rituals to legitimize his rule and promote his
political agenda. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in the
history of Florence, the Italian Renaissance, or the history of Catholicism."

- Dale Kent, University of California, Berkeley

"John Najemy's Monarchy and Sacral Politics in Duke Cosimo de' Medici's
Florence is a tour de force. Najemy has produced a work of scholarship
that is both erudite and accessible. This book is a must-read for anyone
interested in the Italian Renaissance, the history of Florence, or the history
of Catholicism."

- John A. Marino, University of California, San Diego

Free Download Your Copy Today!

Monarchy and Sacral Politics in Duke Cosimo de' Medici's Florence is
available now from Our Book Library, Barnes & Noble, and other major
booksellers.
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: Unraveling the Enigmatic World of Work Embark on an enthralling
journey into the intricate world of work in Early Modern Italy, a period
spanning from...

Iceland's Most Unusual Museums: A Quirky
Guide to the Offbeat and Extraordinary
Iceland is a land of natural wonders, from towering glaciers to geothermal
hot springs. But beyond its stunning landscapes, the country also boasts
a wealth of unusual museums...
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