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'Moving Words: Re-Writing Dance', published in 1995, is a groundbreaking
work that delves into the captivating relationship between dance and
writing. It weaves together diverse perspectives from renowned
choreographers, scholars, and practitioners, offering a multidimensional
exploration of how these two art forms can intertwine, inspire, and
challenge each other.

Dance as a Language of Expression

The contributors to 'Moving Words' recognize dance as a powerful
language, capable of conveying emotions, ideas, and stories that transcend
the limitations of words. Dance becomes a means of expressing the
inexpressible, allowing the body to communicate what the mind cannot
always articulate.
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Yvonne Rainer, one of the pioneers of postmodern dance, asserts that
dance can function as a form of writing, using movement as a vocabulary
and space as a page. This concept opens up new possibilities for
choreographers to explore narrative, character development, and the
exploration of complex human experiences.

Writing as a Tool for Understanding Dance

In turn, writing plays a vital role in understanding and interpreting dance.
Dance critic Sally Banes argues that writing can provide a framework for
analyzing and discussing dance, allowing us to articulate the ephemeral
and intangible qualities of movement.

Through the written word, we can capture the nuances of a dancer's
technique, the dynamics of a group performance, and the emotional impact
of a choreography. Writing enables us to document, preserve, and share
the knowledge and insights that dance offers.

The Creative Exchange Between Dance and Writing

'Moving Words' highlights the dynamic exchange that occurs when dance
and writing come together. Choreographers find inspiration in literature,
poetry, and drama, while writers draw on the movement and energy of
dance to inform their work.

For example, choreographer William Forsythe collaborated with writer
Samuel Beckett on the piece 'In the Middle Somewhat Elevated', which
integrated spoken text and movement to create a multisensory experience.
This collaboration exemplifies how dance and writing can enhance each
other's expressiveness and meaning.



The Impact of 'Moving Words'

Since its publication in 1995, 'Moving Words' has become a foundational
text for dance scholars, practitioners, and anyone interested in the
intersection of art forms. Its insights have influenced numerous
contemporary dance works, academic research, and educational programs.

The book has fostered a deeper appreciation for the ways in which dance
and writing can mutually enrich each other. It has opened up new avenues
for creative expression and encouraged a more nuanced understanding of
both disciplines.

'Moving Words: Re-Writing Dance' is an essential read for anyone seeking
a deeper understanding of the relationship between dance and writing.
Through its diverse perspectives and insightful analysis, the book invites us
to explore the transformative power of movement and language.

Whether you are a dancer, writer, scholar, or simply appreciate the beauty
of creative expression, 'Moving Words' will inspire you to move, write, and
transform your understanding of both art forms.
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