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The story of the National Ballet of Canada begins in the early 20th century,
when a group of passionate ballet enthusiasts in Toronto sought to
establish a professional dance company that would showcase the talent of
Canadian dancers. In 1951, their dream became a reality with the founding
of the National Ballet of Canada, under the artistic direction of the
legendary Celia Franca.

The company's early years were marked by financial struggles and limited
resources. However, Franca's unwavering determination and artistic vision
laid the foundation for the company's future success. She recruited talented
dancers from around the world and created a repertoire that included both
classical ballets and contemporary works.
Erik Bruhn and the Golden Age
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A turning point in the company's history came in 1961, when Erik Bruhn
joined the National Ballet as its artistic director. Bruhn, a celebrated Danish
dancer and choreographer, brought with him a wealth of experience and a
commitment to artistic excellence.

Under Bruhn's leadership, the National Ballet of Canada entered its
"Golden Age." Bruhn introduced new works to the repertoire, including full-
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length productions of Swan Lake and Giselle. He also encouraged the
creation of original Canadian ballets, such as John Cranko's Pineapple
Poll.

Bruhn's influence on the National Ballet was profound. He raised the
technical standards of the dancers and instilled in them a passion for the
art form. The company gained international recognition and toured
extensively, establishing itself as one of the world's leading ballet
companies.
Rudolf Nureyev and Artistic Collaborations

In 1972, Rudolf Nureyev, one of the greatest dancers of the 20th century,
joined the National Ballet as a guest artist. Nureyev's performances
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electrified audiences and inspired the company to new heights of artistic
achievement.

Nureyev's association with the National Ballet continued for many years.
He choreographed several works for the company, including Romeo and
Juliet and Cinderella. He also collaborated with other renowned
choreographers, such as Glen Tetley and Kenneth MacMillan.

These collaborations brought a rich diversity to the National Ballet's
repertoire and helped to shape its artistic identity. The company became
known for its versatility and its ability to perform a wide range of dance
styles.
Karen Kain and a Canadian Icon
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In 1975, Karen Kain joined the National Ballet as a principal dancer. Kain, a
Canadian ballerina, quickly became one of the company's most celebrated
stars. Her technical brilliance and expressive artistry captivated audiences
around the world.

Kain's association with the National Ballet spanned decades, both as a
dancer and a mentor. She danced leading roles in countless productions
and inspired generations of young dancers. Kain's contributions to the
company earned her the title of "Prima Ballerina Assoluta," a prestigious
honor bestowed on only a few dancers in the world.

Under Kain's artistic direction, the National Ballet of Canada continued to
flourish. The company toured internationally, expanded its repertoire, and
established itself as a leading force in the world of dance.
A Legacy of Excellence

Today, the National Ballet of Canada is recognized as one of the world's
preeminent dance companies. The company's legacy of artistic excellence
is evident in its acclaimed performances, its commitment to innovation, and
its dedication to nurturing the next generation of dancers.

The early years of the National Ballet of Canada were a time of struggle,
determination, and artistic triumph. The company's founders, dancers, and
artistic directors laid the foundation for a cultural institution that has brought
joy and inspiration to audiences for generations.

Through its commitment to artistic excellence and its dedication to the art of
dance, the National Ballet of Canada continues to be a source of pride for
Canadians and a beacon of artistic achievement on the world stage.



Early Days, Early Dancers: Early Years of the National
Ballet of Canada by Nolon Stacey

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 33016 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 187 pages
Lending : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

Work in Early Modern Italy 1500-1800: A
Captivating Exploration of Labor and Economy
: Unraveling the Enigmatic World of Work Embark on an enthralling
journey into the intricate world of work in Early Modern Italy, a period
spanning from...

Iceland's Most Unusual Museums: A Quirky
Guide to the Offbeat and Extraordinary
Iceland is a land of natural wonders, from towering glaciers to geothermal
hot springs. But beyond its stunning landscapes, the country also boasts
a wealth of unusual museums...

FREE

https://encyclopedia.dimowa.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlQ5TE5KNHFuUk9JRW5ZcFJKeUY4NHRXeDhQakRBcXV4WTNqVm5KR0haem9sTXhtV0xTWndnMUg0UzJcL0lmZ3IzXC9nNzUzYkxJS29XT3o2akR6emRtRndiVzJxXC9nRGpueDNWUDBuSWhoWkpOYTZZTmVicWtkS1pld1wvTzFpMUJpdEdaTUU0Wmh2TlwvOTk5aWlKbkpFZmpxV3lzU3FMYWlNYmZsckw5RmV5T2RoenlSVHlqSzhPODJuOUpuV2dIRTZHRVFiMVwvd0ZZeHg0WXlKM25TWUlreEE9PSIsIml2IjoiNDJiMDgzZGRjMTgzN2ZhYTJiOTM2MWJmZjA0NzY1MDkiLCJzIjoiNGM1ZGQ1YTRjMjNiNTI0ZiJ9
https://encyclopedia.dimowa.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InA0MUFDVUw4NkMzMjNDeHpwYjVMR3RMcjhneFdZcnhkRERXN2FvSVIrY21TUE5pc2VSQU9TQUduZ3daeDlkVTZvUjNIMmRFbHFjb1FyWndncjMwU1VBbDBPVlJlT3k1bFVXeHFZdkY3cWJ3Y0txUmo5cml4R2ZBZzVnMkFTdXdIMUgzbGpTclNvR3ZkTjg2V2FkUmZyREM3UVdWK2RLOVVnU1RPaHFTRjV3S2ZjU0NoNDZWYVlIbzVGSVg2ZStrTkpKbG1cL0c1dGxWb0t5YkdFeUpDWW53PT0iLCJpdiI6IjZjZDA2Yzc0NDNhYjdhNjIyZTQzY2I0NGE0M2M5NmU1IiwicyI6Ijg5MjY2MzkxYjVjOGRhYjMifQ%3D%3D
https://encyclopedia.dimowa.com/full/e-book/file/Work%20in%20Early%20Modern%20Italy%201500%201800%20A%20Captivating%20Exploration%20of%20Labor%20and%20Economy.pdf
https://encyclopedia.dimowa.com/full/e-book/file/Work%20in%20Early%20Modern%20Italy%201500%201800%20A%20Captivating%20Exploration%20of%20Labor%20and%20Economy.pdf
https://encyclopedia.dimowa.com/full/e-book/file/Icelands%20Most%20Unusual%20Museums%20A%20Quirky%20Guide%20to%20the%20Offbeat%20and%20Extraordinary.pdf
https://encyclopedia.dimowa.com/full/e-book/file/Icelands%20Most%20Unusual%20Museums%20A%20Quirky%20Guide%20to%20the%20Offbeat%20and%20Extraordinary.pdf
https://encyclopedia.dimowa.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IktNOFJWaXFTSzBnbGt1R3dhSnJVZ3dLeHY2QXpRS1JIRUhTY1lESmc4UWR6UHdJdm9hRWlveGY4TDlrVXBRUXljNkNQOVJ6T3lSNm9ZcU1JWUgzd3dxM1o2eSsrSTBYOW1UVXFqR3ltOSt4RHR4VDhzZFRvbXlhcnNuS1ExMUJacE9oaUlBZFg0NzZhQTNBSDI5c2pZemZHbFZRYTdZWnZsRlFIRkhIZFVTd1lPdloxWTM1TXVKSkJDb0ZlVmx1WjArdThtdnNNWHduKzd4WTZkcHJNbnc9PSIsIml2IjoiMTgyYmNmMTJiNjlmYjQ2YmFkNjkyMzgzYzRiZDBlYjIiLCJzIjoiNDkwZWYyMjhjMmY2ZTZhZiJ9



