
The Struggle Against Water Privatization:
Protecting Our Vital Resource in the United
States and Canada Urban

Water is a vital resource for life, yet its access and affordability are
increasingly threatened by the push for privatization. In the United States
and Canada, communities have been at the forefront of a growing
movement to resist water privatization, protecting this shared resource from
commercial exploitation. This article delves into the multifaceted struggle
against water privatization in both countries, exploring the strategies,
challenges, and successes of grassroots and urban movements.
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Water is a fundamental human right, and it should not be treated as a
commodity. Privatizing water services hands over control of this essential
resource to private corporations, whose primary goal is profit-making. This
can lead to increased water rates, reduced water quality, and the exclusion
of vulnerable populations with limited financial means.

The Spread of Water Privatization

Over the past decades, water privatization has rapidly become a global
trend. Driven by promises of efficiency and cost savings, private companies
have been aggressively pushing their services on municipalities. In both the
United States and Canada, several major cities have introduced some form
of water privatization, including Atlanta, Denver, and Mississauga.

The Fight Against Privatization in the United States

In the United States, the fight against water privatization has been a long
and arduous one. Grassroots organizations and municipal leaders have
joined forces to protect water as a public good.

Atlanta's Rebellion: In 2002, Atlanta was on the verge of privatizing
its water system with the corporation United Water. However, a
massive public outcry and grassroots mobilization successfully
defeated the proposal, proving that when communities unite, they can
prevail against corporate interests.

Detroit's Water Shutoff Crisis: In 2014, Detroit's private water
company, Veolia Environment, implemented a draconian water shutoff
program that disconnected thousands of residents who could not pay



their bills. The crisis highlighted the harsh realities of water
privatization and sparked public outrage.

The Canadian Battleground

Canada has also seen a rise in water privatization, primarily in urban areas
experiencing rapid growth. Vancouver, Toronto, and Winnipeg have all
been affected by the privatization push.

-Toronto's Fightback: In 2002, Toronto's city council voted to sell off the
city's water services to Bechtel, a multinational corporation. The proposal
faced fierce opposition from community groups and residents who
successfully overturned the decision in a referendum.

Winnipeg's Water Wars: Winnipeg's water privatization fight has been
ongoing for over a decade. In 2013, a group of concerned citizens
launched a legal challenge against the city's decision to privatize its
water utility. The case is still winding its way through the courts.

Strategies for Combating Privatization

The struggle against water privatization has employed various strategies to
protect public control of this vital resource.

Education and Outreach: Grassroots organizations play a crucial role
in raising public awareness about the dangers of water privatization
and mobilizing opposition.

Political Pressure: Local and state policymakers are often the target
of lobbying efforts by both private water companies and anti-



privatization advocates. Community pressure can influence decision-
making and prevent the passage of privatization schemes.

Direct Action: Protests, rallies, and civil disobedience are powerful
tools for raising public attention and demonstrating the depth of
opposition to water privatization.

Legal Challenges: Legal action can be used to contest privatization
contracts and defend water as a public trust.

Public Ownership: The best way to prevent water privatization is to
ensure that it remains a public asset. Municipal ownership ensures
democratic control over water resources and the protection of the
public interest.

Challenges and Obstacles

The fight against water privatization faces numerous challenges:

Corporate Lobbying Power: Private water companies spend
considerable sums of money on lobbying efforts to influence
policymakers and public opinion.

Lack of Awareness: Many people are unaware of the threats posed
by water privatization, which can hamper resistance efforts.

Political Climate: Governments that favor private sector solutions
may be more inclined to support privatization initiatives.

Successes and Lessons Learned



Despite the challenges, the movement against water privatization has had
significant successes:

-Public Referendums: Several cities, including Vancouver and Toronto,
have held referendums on water privatization, which resulted in a rejection
of privatization proposals.

Government Policy Changes: Some governments have adopted
policies that restrict or limit water privatization, such as California's
2018 Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach
Protection Act.

Public Water Re-Municipalization: Several municipalities, including
Santa Fe, New Mexico, and Richmond, California, have brought their
water services back under public control.

The struggle against water privatization in the United States and Canada
urban is an ongoing battle for the control of a vital resource. Grassroots
movements and urban communities have been at the forefront of resisting
the commodification of water and defending its public ownership. Through
strategic outreach, political pressure, legal challenges, and direct action,
these movements have achieved notable successes and inspired a global
movement against water privatization. The fight for water justice continues,
and it is crucial to empower communities and protect water as a public
good for present and future generations.
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