
What Is An Election? DK Readers Level 4:
Elections
An election is a way for people to choose who will represent them in
government. In a democracy, all citizens have the right to vote in elections.
The person who gets the most votes wins.

Elections can be held at different levels of government, from local to
national. Local elections are held to choose town or city council members,
school board members, and other local officials. State elections are held to
choose governors, state legislators, and other state officials. National
elections are held to choose the president, vice president, and members of
Congress.

There are many different types of elections. Some elections are held to
choose people to fill specific offices, such as the president or a senator.
Other elections are held to decide on issues, such as whether to build a
new school or raise taxes.
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Elections are an important part of democracy. They give citizens a chance
to have a say in how they are governed.

There are many different types of elections, each with its own set of rules
and procedures. Some of the most common types of elections include:

General elections: These are the elections that are held to choose
the president, vice president, and members of Congress. General
elections are held every two years.

Primary elections: These are the elections that are held to choose
the candidates who will run in the general election. Primary elections
are held in each state, and the rules for these elections vary from state
to state.

Runoff elections: These are the elections that are held when no
candidate receives a majority of the votes in the first election. Runoff
elections are held between the two candidates who received the most
votes in the first election.

Special elections: These are the elections that are held to fill a vacant
office. Special elections are held when an elected official dies, resigns,
or is removed from office.

Referendums: These are the elections that are held to decide on an
issue. Referendums are often held on issues that are of particular
importance to the community.

There are many different ways to vote, depending on the state in which you
live. Some of the most common ways to vote include:



In person: This is the traditional way to vote. You go to your polling
place on Election Day and cast your ballot.

By mail: This option is available in most states. You can request a
mail-in ballot from your election officials and then vote by mail.

Early voting: This option is available in many states. You can vote
early in person at your polling place or by mail.

Absentee voting: This option is available in most states. You can vote
absentee if you are unable to vote in person on Election Day.

In Free Download to vote in an election, you must meet certain
qualifications. These qualifications vary from state to state, but they
typically include:

You must be a U.S. citizen.

You must be 18 years old.

You must be a resident of the state in which you are voting.

You must not be a convicted felon.

There are many benefits to voting. Voting gives you a chance to:

Have a say in how you are governed.

Make your voice heard on important issues.

Help choose the leaders who will represent you.

Be a part of the democratic process.



As a voter, you have certain responsibilities. These responsibilities include:

Registering to vote.

Educating yourself about the candidates and issues on the ballot.

Voting in every election.

Respecting the results of the election.

Voting is a right and a responsibility. By voting, you can make a difference
in your community and in the world.
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Vote.org (website)

U.S. Election Assistance Commission (website)
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